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“Thank You Very Much” 

How many of you like to be around people who are sick? Wow! I am impressed. 
What is it about being around sick people that you like? [listen for: helping them, I’ve 
been sick and it made me feel better, sick people need help]. I bet you will become 
doctors, nurses, missionaries, or Peace Corps volunteers when you grow up. We need 
lots of people like you who will help people who are sick, because I think most people 
don’t like to be around someone who is sick. Why is that? Why do people avoid being 
around sick people? Yes, I think it is mostly because we are afraid that we might get 
sick as well. 

In the story about Jesus today he meets ten very sick people. These people call 
out to Jesus and ask him for help. Does anyone remember what they were called? 
They are called lepers. Does anyone know what a leper is? Before you answer I want 
you to know that the word leper sounds like another word for a type of cat that lives in 

Africa. [Show image of leopard] A leopard and a leper are not the same thing.  

A leper is a person who has the disease called leprosy. Leprosy is hard because 
it often shows up on people’s skin. It can make them hard to look at and they often 
wear bandages on their hands and feet. Nowadays very few people get leprosy and 
there is medicine to help people get well. But in Jesus’ time that was not the case. 

Since so many people are afraid of getting sick by being around someone who 
has a disease, lepers were made to stay away from other people. If someone came near 
to them they had to ring a bell or shout out that they had leprosy so people would stay 
away. When the people in the story today saw Jesus they asked for help. They asked 
Jesus to make them well. 

Two important things happened after that. First was how Jesus answered them. 
Does anyone remember what he said? He said, "Go and show yourselves to the 
priests." That is a strange answer, but they did it and as they were going to the temple 
they were cured. One of the people was so surprised that he ran back to Jesus and lay 
on the ground and thanked Jesus over and over again. Why do you think only one 
came back and not all ten?  

I am sure that the others were very happy to be cured. I know I would be. 
Would you have kept going to the Temple or come back to thank Jesus? Could they 
have been afraid that if they came back they would get sick again? Did they think they 
had to see the priest to be well? Did they not realize that Jesus was the one that made 
them well?  

Whatever their reason the one who came back showed his thanks to Jesus. 
That is so important. We can thank God in our prayers, when we say grace at dinner, 
by living lives that show other people we are grateful to God. There are so many ways 

to do that. Think about what it means to be grateful to God, and practice those ways. 
Say “thank you” and mean it. Show God how you love other people. Live like you are 
thankful. It can be hard, because you have to think about it. But I think it is worth it. 
Mom and Dad will be happy, teachers will too, but most especially Jesus will be happy 
that you can see and be grateful for all that God has given you. 
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