
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
Sunday, November 15, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. via Livestream
Th e Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Year A)
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church  Richmond, Virginia

Opening Voluntary      Lochaber no more               arr. Sunita Staneslow

Th e Word of God
Hymn 625 Ye holy angels bright    Darwall’s 148th
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Opening Sentences                                                                                    Th e Book of Common Prayer, page 355
Celebrant           Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People              And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Th e Collect for Purity        Said by all.                                         Prayer Book, page 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise: O praise ye the Lord

Th e Collect of the Day                                                                                                          
Celebrant  Th e Lord be with you.
People              And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.      Silence is kept. 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Psalm 123       Said responsively by half verse, seated.               Prayer Book, page 780
1 To you I lift up my eyes, *

to you enthroned in the heavens.

2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,

3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God, *
until he show us his mercy.

4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,

5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.   Silence is kept.



3

Hymn 383 Fairest Lord Jesus  (V 1 sung by cantor; V. 2 and 3 sung by all)                 St. Elizabeth

Th e Gospel      Matthew 25:14-30
Deacon            Th e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People             Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 
gave fi ve talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Th en he went away. Th e one who had 
received the fi ve talents went off  at once and traded with them, and made fi ve more talents. In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off  and dug a hole in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 
Th en the one who had received the fi ve talents came forward, bringing fi ve more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me fi ve talents; see, I have made fi ve more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 
two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Th en the one who had received the 
one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
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gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 
gather where I did not scatter? Th en you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For 
to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what 
they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’”

Deacon            Th e Gospel of the Lord.
People             Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Th e Sermon Th e Rev. William S. Stanley  Please sit.

Th e Nicene Creed  Said by all, standing.                                                                               Prayer Book, page 358

We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father.
 Th rough him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation 
      he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit
             he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
              and was made man.
         For our sake he was crucifi ed under Pontius Pilate;
            he suff ered death and was buried.
            On the third day he rose again
                 in accordance with the Scriptures;
            he ascended into heaven
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father.     
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
       and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorifi ed.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
       and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Th e Prayers of the People, Form VI  Prayer Book, page 392
Celebrant In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Leader  For all people in their daily life and work;
People  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Leader  For this community, the nation, and the world;
People  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Leader  For the just and proper use of your creation;
People  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Leader  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Leader  For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Leader  For all bishops and other ministers;
People  For all who serve God in his Church.

Leader  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, [especially ________ ].
 The People may add their own petitions either silently or aloud.
Leader  Hear us, Lord;
People  For your mercy is great.

Leader  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, [especially ________ ].
 The People may add their own petitions either silently or aloud.
Leader  We will exalt you, O God our King;
People  And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Leader  We pray for all who have died, [especially_______], that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
 The People may add their own petitions either silently or aloud.
Leader  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People  Who put their trust in you.

Celebrant We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  Silence is kept. Please kneel.
People  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
  in your compassion forgive us our sins,
  known and unknown,
  things done and left undone;
  and so uphold us by your Spirit
  that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
  to the honor and glory of your Name;
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Th e Peace Please stand.                                                                                            Prayer Book, page 360
Celebrant  Th e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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Th e Holy Communion
Voluntary Fhear a Bhata            arr. Kim Robertson

At the Presentation         Sung by all, standing.                                                            Old 100th
 The fruits of our labor are presented to God, along with gifts for our food ministry.
      Praise God from whom all blessings fl ow, Praise him, all creatures here below,
      Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Th e Great Th anksgiving     Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                     Prayer Book, page 367
 The people remain standing. 
Celebrant Th e Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
                         Creator of heaven and earth.   Here a proper preface is said.

Th erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus          Sung by all.                                                  Richard Proulx

Celebrant 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made fl esh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: Th is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
Th is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Th erefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant 
And we off er our sacrifi ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifi ce, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctifi ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with blessed Stephen, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the fi rstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Celebrant and People           Prayer Book, page 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.

Th e Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.  

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrifi ced for us.
People  Th erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant Th e gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Th e Rite Stuff , Copyright©1998 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted 
from Common Worship, Copyright © Th e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006; All of the offi  cial Common Worship 
publications are being published by Church House Publishing. All music reprinted with permission via OneLicense #A710911.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  Let us pray. 
All     Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Th e Blessing

Th e Dismissal                                                                   
Leader            Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold on to what is good, return no one evil for evil,
            strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the suff ering, honor everyone, love and serve
            God, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.   
People            Th anks be to God. 

Hymn 680  O God, our help in ages past          St. Anne

Voluntary We thank you, Lord Jesus Christ                            J.S. Bach


