
Th e Liturgy of the Palms
Th e Liturgy of the Palms                                                                      Th e Book of Common Prayer, page 270
Priest  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People              Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Priest  Let us pray.

  Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the
  contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus
  Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel  Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will fi nd tied there a 
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘Th e 
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” Th ey went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 
street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” Th ey told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Th en they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 
it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 
fi elds. Th en those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Th en he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, 
he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
Priest  Th e Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your
  Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was
  proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let
  these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail
  him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with
  you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Priest  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People  Hosanna in the highest.
Priest  Let us go forth in peace.
People   In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Hymn 154  All glory, laud and honor          Valet von ich dir geben
 Refrain

    All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King!
                 to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

 1 Th ou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
     who in the Lord’s Name comest, the King and Blessed One.   Refrain

 2 Th e company of angels is praising thee on high;
     and we with all creation in chorus make reply.   Refrain

 3 Th e people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
     our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present.  Refrain

 4 To thee before thy passion they sang their hymns of praise;
     to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.   Refrain

 5 Th ou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,
     who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.    Refrain  

Th e Ministry of the Word

Th e Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
John 19:1-37

You are invited to say the sentences in bold.

Th en Pilate took Jesus and had him fl ogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed 
him in a purple robe. Th ey kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went 
out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I fi nd no case against him.” So Jesus 
came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests 
and the police saw him, they shouted, 

“Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I fi nd no case against him.” Th e Jews answered him, “We have a 
law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are 
you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that 
I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had 
been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried 
to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a 
king sets himself against the emperor.”

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called Th e Stone Pavement, 
or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, 

“Here is your King!” Th ey cried out, 

“Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” 

Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” Th e chief priests answered, 
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“We have no king but the emperor.” 

Th en he handed him over to them to be crucifi ed.

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called Th e Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew 
is called Golgotha. Th ere they crucifi ed him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate 
also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read 
this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucifi ed was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. Th en the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘Th e King of the Jews,’ but, ‘Th is man said, I am King 
of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucifi ed Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. Th ey 
also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not 
tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” Th is was to fulfi ll what the scripture says, “Th ey divided my clothes among 
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
here is your son.” Th en he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now fi nished, he said (in order to fulfi ll the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full 
of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When 
Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is fi nished.” Th en he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because 
that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucifi ed men broken and the bodies 
removed. Th en the soldiers came and broke the legs of the fi rst and of the other who had been crucifi ed with him. But when 
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his 
side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testifi ed so that you also may believe. His 
testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) Th ese things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfi lled, “None 
of his bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of scripture says, “Th ey will look on the one whom they have 
pierced.”

Music for Meditation: It is a Th ing Most Wonderful                         Philip Moore
Sung by the choir.

It is a thing most wonderful, almost too wonderful to be, that God’s own Son 
should come from heaven,  and die to save a child like me.  And yet I know that it is 
true:  he chose a poor and humble lot, and wept, and toiled, and mourned, and died,  
for love of those who loved him not.

I sometimes think about the cross, and shut my eyes, and try to see the cruel nails 
and crown of thorns  and Jesus crucifi ed for me.  But even could I see him die, I 
could but see a little part  of that great love, which, like a fi re,  is always burning in 
his heart.  And yet I want to love thee, Lord; O light the fl ame within my heart, and 
I will love thee more and more, until I see thee as thou art. 
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Th e Prayers of the People, Form IV Prayer Book, page 388
Leader  Let us pray for the church and the world.

Leader  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your
  love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Leader  Lord, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Leader  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
  honor one another and serve the common good.
Leader  Lord, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Leader  Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
  the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Leader  Lord, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Leader  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 
  love one another as he loves us.
Leader  Lord, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Leader  Comfort and heal all those who suff er in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
  troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Leader  Lord, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Leader  We commend to your mercy all who have died, [especially  _________] that your will for them may be
  fulfi lled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Leader  Lord, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Leader   Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:” Regard
  not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where
  with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

Th e Peace                                                                                             Prayer Book, page 360
Leader  Th e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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Hymn 168  O sacred head, sore wounded              Herzlich tut mich verlangen
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Th e Holy Communion
Th e Great Th anksgiving     Eucharistic Prayer A                                                        Prayer Book, page 361

The people remain standing. 
Celebrant       Th e Lord be with you.
People             And also with you.
Celebrant       Lift up your hearts.
People            We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
                         Creator of heaven and earth. 
Here a proper preface is said.

Th erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infi nite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and off ered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifi ce for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suff ering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: Th is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
Th is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Th erefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.
Celebrant  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifi ce of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we off er you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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Hymn 439 from Th e Hymnal 1982. Th e Rite Stuff , Copyright©1998 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from 
Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted from Common Worship, Copyright © Th e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 
2000-2006; All of the offi  cial Common Worship publications are being published by Church House Publishing. Jesus, So Lowly, by Harold 
Friendell, used with OneLicense #A710911. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People           Prayer Book, page 364
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses, 

Celebrant 
Th is is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to 
love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites 
you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.

After Communion, the Celebrant says  Let us pray. 
All     Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into yours. Take us,
  renew us and remake us. What we have been is past; what we shall be, through you, still awaits us.
  Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen.

Th e Blessing and Dismissal


Th e terrariums in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit are given to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving for the ministry of the 
Rev. Gary D. Jones at St. Stephen’s Church, by the fl ower guild.



Palms, Evie the Donkey, and receiving Communion
You are invited to pick up blessed palms when you come to receive Communion, or to drive up Grove Avenue to receive 
them from your car. Evie the donkey will make her annual Palm Sunday today between Noon and 2 p.m. No sign-up is 
required for the drive-up visit; if you plan to come into the church to receive Communion, either between Noon and 2 or 
5 and 7 p.m., please do sign up in advance at ststephensRVA.org/onlineworship. Masks are required. 

Holy Week and Easter
Be sure to visit our Web site to learn about other Holy Week services, as well as in-person Easter services and an Easter 
worship video: ststephensRVA.org/holyweek and ststephensRVA.org/Easter2021.

Participants
CELEBRANT: Th e Rev. Claudia Merritt; ASSISTING CLERGY: Th e Rev. Cate Anthony, the Rev. John Jenkins, the Rev. Will 
Stanley; PASSION READERS: Jim Smith-Parham, Pam O’Berry, Brack Hill, Trey Packard, John Bates, Walker Hill, Sherlyn 
Dibble; MUSICIANS: Soprano: Stephanie Hill Blackwood, Abby Outlaw, Kelsey Snyder; Alto: Katie Fessler, Claudia 
Kessel, Martha Prewitt, Alyssa Shevchuk; Tenor: Chris Edwards, Matt Hassmer, Margee Krebs, Joe McDonald; Bass: 
Malcolm Hines, Travis Krickovic, Christopher Lindbloom, Ian Richardson, Jim Smith-Parham; Organ and Piano: Brent 
te Velde. Th ank you to St. Stephen’s Altar Guild, Flower Guild, and all who have been serving as greeters and eucharistic 
ministers.

And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.


